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 Hopefully, this missive finds you 

all well and enjoying peace and quiet 

after the bustle of the holiday season.  

The weather favored us with a coating of 

snow—eventually enough to become 

annoying ,but not enough to become 

downright ugly, hindering our every 

move.   The birds, deer and squirrels have 

been quite active in my back yard despite 

the birds being the only actual invitees.  

 As the worker bees return to their 

jobs, we hope that the time off helped 

them become refreshed so they can con-

tinue their essential jobs of educating 

and caring for our country’s future.   

 The only movie I managed to see 

over the holiday season was “Lincoln”.  

It was a stark reminder of how many 

have sacrificed their lives to protect what 

we stand for as a country—and of how 

many have continued that sacrifice 

throughout our history.  May we contin-

ue to honor and thank those tasked with 

the jobs of protecting us.  

Meeting Info 

See calendar for details 

 

 

 

 

 

January 16 

Mr. Mike’s Grill 

4:00pm 

Arts & Crafts Beading 

 

March 20 

Mr. Mike’s Grill 

4:00pm 

Estate Sales 

 

RSVP to Amy at 

amosande@hotmail.com 

OR 

wainwrighta@wwcsd.net 

 

 On a lighter note, we have a 

meeting coming up on the 16th of 

January, 2013, yes, 2013!! Time 

does fly.  We have two talented 

women, both former Wayne-

Westland teachers coming to do 

some beading with us.  Both would 

be great candidates for membership 

so please greet them with your usual 

DKG Gamma Alpha spirit of sister-

hood.   

 I still don’t have an exact 

cost for those who wish to create 

jewelry but clearly you are free to 

observe and assist if you don’t want 

to make something yourself.  Amy 

or I will let you know once I get a 

firmer number on the price of the 

kits Pat and Danna are bringing.  

 Also, just a reminder—May 

is just around the corner, and we 

hope to share some news about our 

progress on 75 good deeds for our 

75th  as well as turning in our info 

sheets. I seem to be a bit behind in 

that area myself, but now that I have 

most of my responsibilities towards 

my mom’s affairs completed, I 

should be back on track.  Thanks for 

your patience! 

Lynne 

Mission  

The Delta Kappa Gamma Society         

International promotes professional and 

personal growth of women educators and 

excellence in education. 

Vision 

Leading Women Educators  

Impacting Education Worldwide 

 

 

mailto:amosande@hotmail.com?subject=DKG%20meeting%20RSVP
mailto:wainwrighta@wwcsd.net?subject=DKG%20meeting%20RSVP
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Mark your calendars now!  

  

 

 

 

 

January 16, 2013 

Gamma Alpha Executive Board Meeting 

Place:  Mr. Mike’s Grill 

 6047 North Wayne Road 

 Westland 

Time:  Arrive 4:00-4:30 

 Meeting and speaker   

 4:30-5:30 

 Order dinner 5:30 

Program:  Arts and Crafts Beading 

Notes: 

 Executive Board meets one hour prior to the 

meeting to complete annual reports.  

 Service project donation to Cogswell Group 

Home for Girls TBD 

 

March 20, 2013 

Place:  Mr. Mike’s Grill 

 6047 North Wayne Road in Westland 

Time:  Arrive 4:00-4:30 

 Meeting and speaker 

 4:30-5:30 

 Order dinner 5:30 

Program:  Estate Sales 

Notes:   

 Marie is the contact for the speaker.  

 Service project donation to Cogswell Group 

Home for Girls TBD 
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April 20, 2013 

Metro Council 75th Celebration 

Place:  Greenmead  Village 

 Alexander Blue House 

 20501 Newburgh Road  in Livonia 

Time: 11:00-2:00 

Program:  Tea to celebrate Alpha Iota State’s    

 75th Birthday 

Notes: 

 Metro chapters 

will provide re-

freshments. 

 Attendees will 

tour the one-room 

schoolhouse  

 

May 3-5, 2013 

Annual State Convention 2013 

Bay City Doubletree Riverfront  

Bay City, Michigan 

 

May 15, 2013 

Birthday Dinner 

Place:  East Side Mario’s  

 31630 Plymouth Road in Livonia 

Time:  4:30 

Program:  Honor Friend of Education, 

 Honor Retirees, Award Grant-in-Aid,  

 Recommitment Birthday Ceremony 

 Notes:  (Pre-payment of $20 will be necessary) 
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June 19, 2013 

Executive Board & Planning Potluck 

Place:  Lynne Elsesser’s home  

 20440 Lexington 

 Northville 48167 

Time:  11:00 

Program:  Planning Meeting 

Notes: 

 All of our programs are planned by the mem-

bership.  This meeting is not just for Executive 

Board, but for members who wish to make our 

chapter vital.   

 Come to our planning meeting armed with ide-

as or suggestions you want Gamma Alpha to 

be involved with for 2012-2013.   

 Let us know where you would like our meet-

ings to be held. If you know of a speaker, 

please bring the contact information.  The more 

cooks in this case the better the soup!  Planning 

meeting and pot luck luncheon will be held at 

Lynne’s at 11:00.  Bring your favorite potato, 

pasta, fruit, or green salad to pass.   

 

July 24-27, 2013 

Northeast Regional Convention Portland, Maine  

in retirement benefits for current retirees and 

current teachers, changes in current teachers' 

salaries. This also means we all need to pay 

closer attention to the upcoming events and bills 

the legislature will introduce. Even a current 

State Board of Ed member, John Austin, inter-

viewed this Sunday, 1-6-13 on OFF THE    

RECORD, expressed concern for public educa-

tion with the latest laws just signed. 

 Right To Work - we are the 24th state now. 

This affects the entire state's salaries and    

economy.  (Big Question--is it worth it???)  

Stay tuned for more action to come on this    

development. 

 For keeping up with the "Fiscal Cliff", if you 

choose, there are up to the minute discussions 

for you to decide on their directions or help 

your eyes from glazing over!   

 My suggestions:   

  MEET THE PRESS, each Sunday, 10:00 

local channel, always big names to discuss all 

sides. 

  OFF THE RECORD, each Sunday, 11:30, 

Michigan topics and how all issues relate to us; 

balanced. 

  WASHINGTON WEEK WITH GWEN 

IFELL, each Sunday, 12;00, balanced, current 

week's U.S. topics, balanced discussions with 

big names. 

  PBS DAILY NEWS, daily at 7:30, U.S. & 

world (more than CNN, Fox, etc.), balanced 

discussions and interviews. 

 Malala, 15 year old shot by the Taliban for 

speaking out on girls' rights for education ,after 

spending 3 months in a British hospital was  

released to her parents Jan 4,2013 and will stay 

with her family in Britain for up to 3 years for 

further surgeries.  (Did you ever think we would 

see this?) 

 Finally, the US gun control laws have come un-

der more intense questioning due to all the 

shootings that took place in 4(or 5) locations in 

our country this year.  (Devastating!) 

 You add your family's happy successes to round 

out this year's memorable events. 

 

Pam Emerson 

 

 

 

Looking back at 2012--what a MEMORABLE 

year for so many reasons:  

 Storms that hit about 40 states by year's end 

with unprecedented destruction and raising 

the modified question of what and how soon 

is our nation going to implement changes to 

reduce global warming. 

 The MI Legislature's record number of bills 

and many passed as laws targeting our teach-

ers and schools, introducing even more online 

schools, and ramifications that dismantle pub-

lic education as we have known it.  Changes 



 4 

  Gamma Alpha Bulletin 

 

Joanna shows off a basket during the live 

auction. 

These two model the beautiful 

scarves they won in the cup auction. 

Carol and the stars of the live auction. 

Gamma Alpha and Kappa carolers. 

This year’s auction was held on December 5th at Laurel Manor in Livonia.  Cindy Dietz, our esteemed 

Treasurer, declared it a success.  Here are  her calculations:  73 attendees, $1802 raised for grants and 

projects, $200 raised in the 50/25/25 auction, $150 raised by raising our wine glasses. 
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Contributed by Pam Emerson  

This month pay a visit to the Michigan Women's 

Historical Center & Hall Of Fame in Lansing 

 

 Permanent Display of 250+ women in the Hall 

Of Fame, and rotating lineup of historical and 

art exhibits. 

 Current Displays: "Women Who Dared to Lead: 

Michigan Women in Politics" and "Not Just A 

Man's War:  Michigan Women and the Civil 

War" 

 Current Photographer : Yvette Rock. 

 

LOCATION: 213 W Malcolm X St., Lansing 

HOURS: noon to 4pm Wed-Sat, 2-4pm on the first 

Sunday of each month. 

ADMISSION:  $2.50 for adults, $2 for seniors, $1 

for students ages 5-18. 

MORE INFO:  call 517-484-1880 or go to 

www.michiganwomenshalloffame.org 

 

 

Have you seen the movie 

"Lincoln" yet?   

Outstanding!  Very good 

insight into Lincoln's wife 

played by Sally Field too. 

 

Happy Birthday Ladies 

     1/1  Carol Anderson 

     1/7  Donna Colaianne 

     1/13  Mary Jo Dreffs 

     1/25  Debra Novak 

     1/31  Marie Canzoneri 

 

 

 

 

 

Contributed by Pam Emerson 

 Next time you are at your computer and 

have a few moments to spare, check out                  

http://mittenlit.com 

 

 LOWDOWN: This blog -style site is “all 

about books and authors with 

ties to Michigan."“  Written by 

Bill Castanier, a literary 

journalist for Lansing City 

Pulse, and Ban Castanier, an 

online bookseller from Ann 

Arbor, Mittenlit has  infor-

mation about new books by 

Michigan authors, books 

about Michigan and news of   

authors touring in Michigan. 

A recent entry talks about Mark Binelli's new 

book, "Detroit City is the Place To Be."  

source: Detroit Free Press 

 

Could be good for classroom or potential school 

assembly ideas or pure enjoyment reading. 

Bookmark it!   

http://www.michiganwomenshalloffame.org
http://mittenlit.com
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Seven Purposes of The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International 

Gamma Alpha Executive Board  

& Committee Chairmen 

Executive Board 

President  Lynne Elsesser   

1st VP/Program  Mary Jo Dreffs 

2nd VP/Membership Colleen Retherford 

Recording Secretary Carol Anderson  

Corresponding Sec. Amy Wainwright 

Treasurer  Cindy Dietz  

Parliamentarian  Fran Saenz 

Committees 

Service  Projects  Judy Morante, Amy Wainwright 

US Forum/Legislation Pam Emerson    

Grant-in-Aid   Donna Colaianne   

Birthday Dinner  Helen Mate, Esther Loskowske,  

   Jackie Smart      

Vacation Auction Cindy Dietz & Esther Loskowske 

50/50 Raffles  Donna Colaianne & Joanna Eiwen 

Yearbook  Jackie Smart 

Newsletter  Amy Wainwright  

Sunshine  Barbara Broadley, Ellen August  

Finance   Grace Morgan, Judi Fisher, Cindy 

   Dietz, Carol Anderson   

Nominations  Carol Anderson, Carole Lower  

Holiday Auction Mary Jo Dreffs, Carol Palk, Debbie 

      Novak, Marie Canzoneri, Ellen August, Jackie       

      Smart  
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 At the convention in the spring, Paula 

Dent challenged all of us to find ways to cele-

brate DKG’s 75th anniversary.  We decided to 

perform 75 good deeds over the course of this 

schoolyear. 

 Now, we are half way through our 75th 

year, and several members have shared a good 

deed or two, but come on!  We are teachers!  

We do so many good deeds over the course of 

a schoolyear, we could fill an entire library of 

books if we actually listed all of our acts of 

kindness and compassion for our fellow man, 

fellow DKG members, our families, our stu-

dents and, most importantly, for ourselves. 

 At the January meeting you will be 

asked to take just a moment to sing your own 

praises.  Think of some of the wonderful 

things you have done this schoolyear in your 

classroom, in your home, for your church, for 

charities, or for your friends, then write them 

down on the sheet provided.   

 We are already doing amazing things 

each and everyday.  How are you using your 

time, money or resources to do a good deed? 


